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The Grand Master

       Geneva, December 17, 2022

Dear Friends,

 I am delighted to have this opportunity to welcome all the Knights and Dames of 
the Savoy Orders and their guests on this very special occasion - the 25th Anniversary of 
the Ballo di Savoia. My wife, Princess Marina, my son, Prince Emmanuel Philibert and my 
daughter-in-law, Princess Clotilde, all join me in expressing our sincere gratitude for your 
support of the philanthropic work of the Savoy Orders and the Savoy Foundation through 
your participation this evening. The success of this Ballo will help ensure that the Foundation 
will continue its charitable, educational and humanitarian work, this year in particular, to aid 
poor, sick and refugee children.
 
 This occasion celebrates the jubilee of the 450th anniversary of the Dynastic Orders 
of the Royal House of Savoy with the founding of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus 
which was established in 1572, joining the Order of Saint Lazarus and the Order of St 
Maurice under the aegis of the House of Savoy. For this evening, we are presenting each 
guest with a commemorative medal marking this historic milestone.

 And thank you all for that you have accomplished in just a few short years. I am 
indeed proud of what you are doing, especially in these difficult economic times through 
which so many have suffered. Your generous and continuing support of the Savoy Orders 
means more than ever before. The hard work and dedication of the leadership of the American 
Delegation of Savoy Orders and of the Savoy Foundation set an inspiring example as the 
Savoy Orders continue to aid the poor, the sick and the needy.  

My wife and I would have been happy to join you this evening, but circumstances prevented 
that from happening. We hope to be able to participate personally in the future. Nevertheless, 
please know that our thoughts are always with you and that we all send you our sincere best 
wishes for a blessed and peaceful Christmas and for a healthy and happy New Year.
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Welcome
From The Grand Chancellor

Cav di Gr. Cr. Johannes Niederhauser

Today, the Knights and Dames of the Dynastic Orders of the Royal House of Savoy 
can be found around the globe, especially throughout Italy, the rest of Europe, 
North and South America, Australia and Japan. Worldwide administration of the 
Savoy Orders is directed by the Chancellery of the Orders in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Members of the Savoy Orders are organized into National and Regional Delegations. 
The Italian Delegations presently include: Abruzzo, Basilicata, Calabria, Molise, 
Apulia, Campania, Friuli Venezia-Giulia, Lazio, Liguria, Lombardy, Marche, 
Piedmont, Sicily, Tuscany, Umbria, Valle D’Aosta. In Europe, the Delegations 
include: Corsica, France, Savoy, Scandinavia and Switzerland.

In addition to the American Delegation (which includes the United States), the 
worldwide Delegations presently include: Brazil, Canada and Japan.

The international charitable activities of the Orders are directed by the Association 
Internationale des Chevaliers des Ordres Dynastique de la Maison Royale de Savoie 
(International Association of Knights of the Dynastic Orders of the Royal House
of Savoy) and the Oeuvres Hospitalierès de l’Ordre des Saints Maurice et Lazare 
(Hospitaller Works of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus).

In the United States, the charitable activities of the Orders are 
independently directed by the American Foundation of Savoy 
Orders, Incorporated. The Foundation’s work is generously 
supported by the members and friends of the American 
Delegation of Savoy Orders which is administered by a Delegate 
appointed by the Grand Master. Assisting the Delegate are Vice 
Delegates and a National Council whose members consist of 
Regional Representatives and Coordinators.

The Grand Chancellor                                                                   

                                                                     Geneva, December 17, 2022

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to the 25th Annual Ballo di Savoia. I join 
with His Royal Highness, Prince Victor Emmanuel of Savoy, the Grand Master of the 
Savoy Orders, in thanking you for making this gala event a great success in support of the 
philanthropic goals of our Orders. 

Under the banner of the American Delegation of Savoy Orders and through the auspices 
of the American Foundation of Savoy Orders, you are supporting a variety of important 
charitable initiatives, thus nobly continuing the ancient traditions of the chivalric Orders 
of the House of Savoy. It is my pleasure to note that tonight we also celebrate the 450th 
anniversary of the founding of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus. This stands as a 
testament to the perseverance and dedication of the Dynastic Orders of the Royal House 
of Savoy.  

Mindful of the approaching Christmas season, allow me on this festive occasion, to wish 
all the members of the American Delegation of Savoy Orders, their families and friends, 
every happiness, spiritual reward and a Buon Natale!
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     December 17, 2022
     Season of Advent

Dear Friends in the Lord,

 It is a joy to greet members and supporters of the American Foundation 
of Savoy Orders as you gather for the Ballo di Savoia, particularly as you 
commemorate the 450th anniversary of the foundation of the historic Order of 
Saints Maurice and Lazarus and the 25th annual Ballo di Savoia.

 The American Foundation of Savoy Orders has a proud tradition of 
charity and generosity to our human family through educational, social, medical 
and humanitarian assistance. Your attendance tonight is a part of that history 
and reflects your ongoing commitment to lifting up those who are less fortunate. 
I am pleased to note that the proceeds from this year’s Ballo will be used to 
support the Cooley’s Anemia Foundation and A Chance In Life Inc. Your spirit of 
giving and service is deeply appreciated.

 Permit me to extend a special work of welcome to H.R.H. Prince 
Emmanuel Philibert of Savoy.

 I hope you all have an enjoyable evening. 

 With prayerful best wishes, I am,

     Faithfully in Christ,

     Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan   
     Archbishop of New York

TMD:mb
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December 17, 2022 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome everyone to the 25th annual Ballo di Savoia, hosted by the 
American Foundation of Savoy Orders. 
 
New York stands for the ideals of equality, fellowship, and justice, and we are grateful for those 
organizations that exemplify and advocate for these principles throughout the five boroughs. 
Established in 1993, the American Foundation of Savoy Orders honors these values and expands 
upon the great legacy of the Dynastic Orders of the Royal House of Savoy by providing 
humanitarian and life-sustaining aid in the form of grants. 
 
This organization understands that we cannot address our city’s most pressing issues one at a 
time; we must all come together and do our part to multitask in finding solutions. For decades, it 
has served as a proud leader and community pillar, using a coordinated and holistic approach to 
promoting equity and opportunity in every sector, from educational scholarships to disaster 
relief. In particular, I am pleased to highlight the Savoy Orders Piggott Scholarship Fund, which 
provides $2,500 scholarships to deserving students majoring in the Humanities and Fine Arts or 
International Studies. This scholarship has lifted up promising new talent and underscored not 
only the power of the arts but also the importance of supporting every person’s dreams. As you 
all gather to celebrate this great organization, I am proud to commend the American Foundation 
of Savoy Orders for its efforts to build a better, brighter city for all. 
 
On behalf of 8.5 million New Yorkers, please accept my best wishes for a grand and wonderous 
event. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Eric Adams 
Mayor

 

KATHY HOCHUL 
GOVERNOR 

Dear Friends: 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBE:R 

ALBANY 12224 

December 17, 2022 

It is a pleasure to send greetings to everyone gathered for Balla di Savoia, the annual 
charity ball of the American Foundation of Savoy Orders. 

New York State is fortunate to be home to fraternal associations that perform civic and 
charitable activites benefiting our people and communities. Founded in 1993, the American 
Foundation of Savoy Orders upholds a tradition of service and support for medical, educational, 
and humanitarian work carried out by delegation members throughout all 50 United States. 

We appreciate the efforts of all Savoy Orders delegations around the globe and across 
America, including many acts of philanthropy on behalf of our veteran communities, hospitals, 
and agencies that provide relief for children, the ill, and the underserved. Tonight, friends and 
suppmiers come together in a spirit of generosity to help continue your mission, and I join in 
applauding your fellowship and service to humankind. 

� 
Sincerely, 

!�#fe

PRINTED ON PIECYCLED PAPER 
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December 17, 2022 

Confreres, Friends One and All, 

Benvenuti a tutti!  And a Happy Anniversary to the American Foundation of  Savoy Orders!  Indeed, this is another 
great year for our American Delegation of  Savoy Orders and our Foundation. It is special in that we welcome His 
Royal Highness Prince Emmanuel Philibert of  Savoy once again as our honored guest.  We are equally honored to 
share in a most generous salute to Their Royal Highnesses Prince Victor Emmanuel and Princess Marina, as well as 
our Grand Chancellor Johannes Niederhauser, and Savoy Orders’ Coordinator for the Americas, Dr. Sergio 
Pellecchi, for although they are not with us physically, we know they are with us with fond memories of  their past 
presence for our great annual Ballo di Savoia. 

The Ballo di Savoia is our Savoy Orders' “show case” event and, as such, it evidences an evening of  social activity at 
its highest level of  formal attire and conduct, and one that follows our solemn Investiture and Promotions, and 
even a National Council meeting planned earlier in the day.  What a great day in the life of  the American Delegation 
and our Foundation.  We rejoice in that we once again can be together in person, for that I am deeply grateful to 
God! 

It has been my pleasure to serve as the 2022 Ballo Chair and I thank the entire Dinner Committee of  our Sponsors, 
Grand Patrons, Patrons, and Benefactors, and all those who have made this a financial and social success.  The Ballo 
brings about a weekend of  fraternal activities, camaraderie, friendship and for that we are all grateful, for we can 
socialize at the Lotos Club on Friday, attend the Investiture, celebrate "royally" on Saturday this day and, tomorrow, 
Sunday, we honor our faith and beliefs at the historic and beautiful Cathedral of  St. Patrick.   

In a special way, I thank the past leadership of  our former American Delegate, Knight Grand Cross Carl Morelli, 
Esq. who was the Chairman of  the American Foundation of  Savoy Orders for so many years and for his 
collaborative efforts.  I also thank our Grand Officer Pasquale Menna, Esq. who assists immeasurably with the 
activities these days, especially for our Cathedral activities.  Most of  all, I thank Dama di Gran Croce Larissa Van 
Duser, who has been and continues to be a stellar advocate for making this event perfect in every way; for without 
her attention to every detail, we might not be enjoying and savoring the Ballo and weekend as much as I know we all 
will this very night   

For tonight then, at the Ballo di Savoia, let us enjoy the company of  one another, let us feel proud and honored for 
who and what we are by way of  the honors conferred; and may we thank our Ballo Committee members and friends 
who have been generous in their own support of  our Journal and their very presence.  Again, enjoy the evening and 
let us look to the days ahead when we celebrate the festivities of  a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
Joseph Sciame 
American Delegate and President, American Foundation of  Savoy Orders 
and 
2022 Ballo Chairman 
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December 11, 2021 

Dear Friends,  

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Savoy Foundation’s 24rd annual gala Ballo di 
Savoia.  I am happy to report the Savoy Foundation successfully survived two very challenging 
years of the Covid pandemic.   

During this difficult period, we remained faithful to our mission of Chivalry for Childrens’ 
Causes by giving major grants to Catarina’s Club on the West Coast which feeds 5000 children 
each night in Los Angeles and Orange Counties, and to the New York Foundling which provides 
remedial care to disabled children and Summer camp experiences to hundreds of foster care 
children in the Tri-State area.  We also continued granting our Savoy Pigott Scholarships and last 
month we added a new installment to our Savoy History Series with the gracious participation of 
H.R.H. Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia.    

Following  last year’s successful virtual Ballo di Savoia video event, we are now delighted to 
revive our live, in-person events.  We are most honored to welcome back to New York City 
H.R.H. Prince Emmanuel Philibert of Savoy, Prince of Venice and Piedmont, President of the 
Council of the Dynastic Orders of the Royal House of Savoy, and son of the Grand Master of the 
Savoy Orders, H.R.H. Prince Victor Emmanuel of Savoy.  They and T.R.H, Princess Marina of 
Savoy and Princess Clotilde of Savoy, are the Royal Patrons of these events.  We are deeply 
grateful for their many years of support and encouragement.  

My heartfelt thanks go to our hard working Savoy Foundation President Joseph Sciame, who has 
for the 13th time, taken on the Chairmanship of the Ballo di Savoia, to our devoted Executive 
Director, Larissa Van Duser, and to all our volunteers, without whose dedication these events 
could not succeed.  I also thank our Board of Directors for its commitment to our charitable work 
and our generous Ballo di Savoia Patrons, Benefactors, and Sponsors, as well as the subscribers 
to our Dinner Journal and Fund-A-Need efforts.   

We remain steadfast to the Savoy Orders centuries old traditions of aiding the poor, caring for the 
sick, and assisting the weakest among us. Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, we look forward to seeing you again at the Savoy events we are already planning for 
2022. 
   
Sincerely,  

Carl J. Morelli 
Chairman of the Board

December 17, 2022

My Dear Friends,  
      
 This year marked my twenty-fifth anniversary as Delegate for the Dynastic and He-
reditary Orders of the Royal House of Savoy in the United States of America, and third decade on 
the Board of Directors of the American Foundation of Savoy Orders, Incorporated.  These mile-
stones provided a perfect moment to step aside as Delegate and resign as Foundation Chairman of 
the Board, both of which I did earlier this Fall, although I shall remain a Director on the Board. 
 
 It has been an extraordinary experience to lead the Delegation and to get to know 
so many splendid members of the Savoy Orders while presiding over the Foundation’s charitable 
donation programs which totaled over a million and a half dollars during my tenure, increasing 
from our first grant of $1,000 in 1995, to $400,000 in contributions and program expenses during 
our fiscal year ended August 31, 2022.  It has also been my privilege to increase membership in the 
Savoy Orders across the United States, and to lead the establishment of our premier annual charity 
gala, the Ballo di Savoia in New York City now in its 25th year, the Festa della Primavera, the Savoy 
History Series, the Savoy Orders Pigott Scholarship Fund, the American Delegation and Savoy 
Foundation web sites and You Tube channel, the Notte di Savoia in Los Angeles, and to launch the 
Foundation’s status as a Non-Governmental Organization at the United Nations. 

 I am also very pleased that the Grand Master, H.R.H. Prince Victor Emmanuel 
of Savoy, accepted my recommendation to appoint my long serving Vice Delegate, Cav. di Gr. 
Cr. Joseph Sciame, to take over my duties as Delegate and continue his role as Savoy Foundation 
President.  I have great confidence in him and know that much will be accomplished under 
his leadership to carry on the great traditions and philanthropic goals of the Savoy Orders.  In 
closing, I thank all I had the pleasure to collaborate with as well as our active members, for your 
confidence in my leadership and your faithful and generous support of my efforts to expand and 
promote the Delegation and the Foundation, both of which have a brilliant future. 

 With all my best wishes and personal regards to you and your families for a great 
Christmas and a healthy New Year, I remain as always, 

 Sincerely yours, 
  

Carl J. Morelli

AMERICAN FOUNDATION OF SAVOY ORDERS

Compliments
of

MORELLI & GOLD, LLP
CARL  J.  MORELLI

&

RICHARD  L.  GOLD

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

100 PARK AVENUE
SUITE 1600

NEW  YORK, NY 10017

Tel: (212) 972-1102
Morelli@Morelli-Gold.com

Tel: (212) 972-1101 
Gold@Morelli-Gold.com
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Ballo di Savoia
Under The Patronage Of Their Royal Highnesses

Principe Vittorio Emanuele di Savoia
Principessa Marina di Savoia

and

In The Presence of His Royal Highness
Principe Emanuele Filiberto di Savoia

Honorary Committee
Their Royal Highnesses

Principe Emanuele Filiberto di Savoia
Principessa Clotilde di Savoia
Prince Dimitri Of Yugoslavia

And

Cav. di Gr. Cr. His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan
Cav. di Gr. Cr. Johannes Niederhauser
Cav. di  Gr. Cr. Dott. Sergio Pellecchi

Chair
Cav. di Gr. Cr.  Joseph Sciame

Grand Table Patron
Cav. Brent Freeman

Table Patrons
Comm. Avv. And Mrs. Frank J. Desiderio

Dr. Natasha And Dr. Markus Frank
Hon. William Martini

Dama Florentina And Comm. Daniel J. Mcclory
 Comm. Avv. Richard J. Miller, Jr.

Cav. di Gr. Cr. Avv. Carl J. Morelli
Comm. And Mrs. Thomas Pecora

Cav. Juan Tamenne
Cav. di Gr. Cr. Dott. Hideto Tomabechi
Japanese Delegation Of Savoy Orders
Comm. And Mrs. Anthony Viscogliosi

Dama Elizabeth And Comm. George C. White

Commendatore Reverend Monsignor Chistopher J. Hynes 

Chaplain of the American Delegation of Savoy Orders 

December 17, 2022 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ. 

My prayers and heartiest good wishes on this night of joy, praise and witness to all associated with 
the American Foundation of Savoy Orders and the 25th Ballo di Savoia 2022 and the 450th Anniversary 
of the founding of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus. 

With a zeal, commitment and dedication that spans a millennium, you, the women and men of the 
American Foundation of Savoy Orders, through charitable good works and daily witness to Faith, stand 
in stalwart defense of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the formation of conscience and moral values 
based on the words and actions of Jesus, His Apostles, and the Magisterium of the Church. 

Every day, in schools, children’s hospitals, refugee camps, disaster relief stations, veterans’ programs 
and so many more places in America and around the world where people gather to seek hope and 
healing, you give, in the words of Pope Francis, “a hope which liberates us from the forces pushing us to 
isolation and lack of concern for the lives of others.” 

Tonight and always, may the Holy Spirit continue to guide us all as we keep Our Lord Jesus as our 
primary focus. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely in the Lord,

  Comm.  Reverend Monsignor Christopher J. Hynes 
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Table Benefactors
A Chance In Life Inc.

Canadian Delegation Of Savoy Orders
Comm. Anthony J. Cipriano

Cooley’s Anemia Foundation
Cav. Dott. Frank Craparo
Comm. Richard. A. Cuneo

Cav. Salvatore Galletti
Gr. Uff. Prof. Eric J. Ierardi

Osia NYS Grand Lodge Foundation

Grand Sponsor Tickets
Dama Sheila And Uff. Thomas R. Leslie

Mr. Christopher Page
Mr. And Mrs. Richard Soloway

Sponsor Ticket
Comm. Avv. Louis L. Benza

Ballo Committee
Comm. Anthony J. Cipriano

Gr. Uff. And Mrs. Richard Cosnotti
Comm. John Laurent J. Gelati

Dama di Gr. Cr. Cristina 
And 

Cav. di Gr. Cr. Marco Grassi
Dama Kathleen And Comm. Avv. Joseph Giminaro

Comm. Rev. Msgr. Christopher J. Hynes
Cav. Vincent R. Illuzzi

Dama Nancy Indelicato
Cav. Joseph T. Lucia

Gr. Uff. L’on. Pasquale Menna
Dama di Gr. Cr. Larissa A. Van Duser

Dama di Gr. Cr. Mira Zivkovich

Congratulations
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Program
Welcome

Cavaliere di Gran Croce Joseph Sciame
2022 Ballo Chairman

President of The American Foundation of Savoy Orders
Delegate American Delegation of the

Dynastic Orders of The Royal House of Savoy

H.R.H. Principe Emanuele Filiberto di Savoia
Prince of Piedmont, Prince of Venice

President, Grand Magisterium of the Dynastic Orders
of the Royal House of Savoy

Invocation
Comm. Rev. Msgr. Christopher J. Hynes

Chaplain, American Delegation of Savoy Orders

Inno Sardo Nazionale
U.S. National Anthem

Dinner
Remarks

Benediction
Dancing

Orchestra By
Mitch Kahn
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Program of Events
December 16-18, 2022

New York City

Welcome Reception
Friday, December 16, 2022

The Lotos Club
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Investiture and Promotions Ceremony 
Saturday, December 17, 2022

The University Club 
Dwight Lounge

6:00 PM

Ballo di Savoia
Saturday, December 17, 2022

The University Club
Cocktail Reception 

College Hall 
7:00 PM

Gala Dinner & Ball 
Main Dining Room 

8:00 PM

Procession and Solemn Mass with 
Knights and Dames of the Savoy Orders

Sunday, December 18, 2022
Cathedral of Saint Patrick

10:15 AM
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Menu
First Course

Wild Hive Grain “Risotto”
Fall Squash, Foraged Mushrooms, Brussels Sprouts

Entreé
Filet Mignon, Bordelaise Sauce

Served with Greek Style Potatoes, 
Upstate Farm Market Vegetables

or

Miso Ginger Glazed Chilean Sea Bass
Sautéed Sesame Spinach, Taro Root Purée

Vegetarian Option Upon Request

Dessert
Viennese Dessert Table

Coffee and Tea

Wines
A Selection of Fine Wines

Dear Savoy Orders!

It is our pleasure to be able to contribute to the
support of your much-needed charitable activities

and we pray for success in meeting all your desired objectives.

With our highest regards for your important
work for children.

Yours Sincerely,
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Representative List Of Beneficiaries Of
The American Foundation Of Savoy Orders

Grants Totaling More Than $1,500,000 

America’s VetDogs
The Archdiocese of New York

Boys’ Town of Italy, Inc.
Casita Maria

Caterina’s Club
Catholic Charities USA for Hurricane Relief Fund

and World Trade Center Fund
Catholic Relief Services Philippines Typhoon

Cabrini Development Council (Hospital)
Catholic Near East Welfare Association

Doctors Without Borders, USA
Tsunami Relief & Haiti Relief

Italian Red Cross
Latin Patriarchate’s University of Madaba Scholarships

Mercy Ships
Near East Catholic Welfare Association

HCEF -Children Education Fund
The New York Foundling

The New York Foundling Summer Camp
The New York Foundling Virtual Summer Camp

The New York Foundling Children with Disabilities
New York University Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimò

Providence Rest
St. Brigid School Italian Language Program

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
The Rape Foundation - Stuart House

The American Foundation of Savoy Orders Has Supported 
The New York Foundling with grants totaling more than $380,000, 

primarily for its Summer Camp Program and 
for Children with Disabilities. 
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American Delegation of Savoy Orders 
at the Path to Peace Foundation Gala - 
November 16, 2021

The American Delegation of Savoy Orders 
hosted a table for members of the American 
Delegation in  support of the Path to Peace 
Foundation Gala in New York City on November 
16, 2021. UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
was awarded the prestigious Path to Peace Award by 
Archbishop Gabriele Caccia, Permanent Observer 
of the Holy See to the United Nations and President 
of the Path to Peace Foundation. The American 
Foundation of Savoy Orders, Incorporated, was 
approved in 2005 for Roster Consultative status by 
the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(“ECOSOC”) Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organizations (“NGO”). 

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres was awarded the prestigious Path to Peace Award by 
His Excellency Archbishop Gabriele Caccia, Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United 
Nations and President of the Path to Peace Foundation.
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The charitable, educational and humanitarian work 
of the American Delegation of Savoy Orders is 
accomplished through the American Foundation of 
Savoy Orders, Incorporated. Founded in 1993, the 
American Foundation of Savoy Orders, Incorporated, 
is a United States not-for-profit tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization whose philanthropic work in 
North America and around the world is generously 
supported by the members and friends of the 
American Delegation of Savoy Orders.

The Foundation was formed primarily to provide 
support - for hospitals and relief agencies and 
assistance for the poor, sick, and elderly. These 
charitable and humanitarian purposes are in keeping 
with the centuries old hospitaller traditions of the 
Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus. Contributions 
to the Foundation and its charitable projects are tax 
deductible to the extent permitted by law.

In 2005, the Foundation became a Non-Governmental 
Organization(NGO) in Roster Consultative Status 
with the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations. This important role enables the Foundation 
to participate in the medical, poverty and educational 
work of the United Nations. It also provides an 
excellent opportunity to form strategic alliances with 
the international philanthropic community with 
which the Savoy Orders are already active.

In 2019, the Foundation adopted a focused new 
mission statement: Chivalry for Children’s Causes. 
Major donations this year include: Caterina’ Club on 
the West Coast which feeds 5,000 children each night 
in Los Angeles and Orange Counties, to Mercy Ships, 
a Texas based charity that funds surgeries for children 
in Africa, and to the NY Foundling that provides 
summer camp experiences for foster care children in 
the tri-state area.

While deeply rooted in the past, the Savoy Orders are 
actively engaged in the challenges of modern society. 
The Savoy Foundation undertakes humanitarian, 
hospitaller and charitable projects and initiatives 
across North America and abroad, particularly in 
healthcare, disaster relief and educational programs. 
Members of the Royal Family actively support, attend 
and lend their names through formal patronage of 
these worthy events and causes.

Proceeds from the Foundation’s events are donated to 
hospitals, orphanages and other humanitarian causes. 
These events provide valuable support enabling the 
Savoy Foundation to carry out its charitable work to 
aid children’s causes, hospice care for the poor, sick 
and infirm, and to produce the annual Savoy History 
Lecture Series focusing on the history of Italy and the 
Savoy dynasty.

AMERICAN FOUNDATION OF SAVOY ORDERS 
CHIVALRY FOR CHILDREN’S CAUSES

SERATA DI SAVOIA SAVOY HISTORY SERIES                           NOTTE DI SAVOIA
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officers
President  Joseph Sciame
Vice President  John Leopoldo Fiorilla, Esq.
Vice President Anthony Viscogliosi
Treasurer Thomas Pecora
Assistant Treasurer/Secretary  John Laurent J. Gelati

directors
President Emeritus Marco Grassi
Chairman Emeritus                     Carl J. Morelli, Esq.
Vivian Cardia                              Daniel J. McClory
Frank J. Desiderio, Esq. George C. White
Eric J. Ierardi

Secretary/Executive Director  Larissa Van Duser

board of Directors       

AMERICAN FOUNDATION OF SAVOY ORDERS
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
The Savoy Foundation’s 29th Anniversary

and the 25th Ballo di Savoia Celebration Gala
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Congratulations to the 
Savoy Foundation’s 

Twenty-Fifth
Ballo di Savoia Anniversary

Gala celebration

Comm. Avv.
FRANK J. DESIDERIO
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The Savoy Foundation sponsors the Savoy History Series, an annual 
presentation given by distinguished scholars and masters in their 
respective fields and sometimes by members of the Italian Royal 
Family on a topic related to the House of Savoy, and the history of 
Italy, Italian literature, history, art, music, science and impact on 
other countries. A wide array of extraordinary lectures and dynamic 
conversations featuring topics in Italian history and highlights 
from current exhibitions, film discussion and musical performances 
related to Italy and the Savoy dynasty provide interesting insights 
from a unique perspective. Savoy History Series is a program of the 
Savoy Foundation.

On January 6, 2023, the Four Arts Museum of Palm Beach, in 
partnership with the American Foundation of Savoy Orders, will 
present a repeat of the Savoy History Series lecture which was originally 
presented by H.R.H. Prince of Yugoslavia at the Knickerbocker Club 
on November 4, 2021. The presentation’s main title is: “The Power 
of Gems Across European Royal Courts and The Fabled Jewels of 
the Savoy Queens of Italy: The Fascinating Reminiscences of H.R.H. 
Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia and The Inspiration of Ancestral Gems 
on Jewels Prince Dimitri’s captivating presentation explores the 
magnitude and significance of the collection of jewels worn by Prince 
Dimitri’s ancestors and their influence on his own designs, inspired 
by his family’s unparalleled jewelry as illustrated in his recently 
published book “Once Upon a Diamond: A Family Tradition of Royal 
Jewels”(Rizzoli).

Prince Dimitri, a historical witness with a unique heritage as a 
descendent of the great royal and imperial houses of Europe, 
underscores the symbolic, intertwining relationship between royal 
jewels, the majesty of monarchy, autocratic power and aesthetics. 
Following the talk, Prince Dimitri will graciously personally autograph 
his book for each guest.

The Savoy History Series was founded by Chairman Emeritus Marco 
Grassi. The current Chairman is John Laurent J. Gelati.

Savoy History Series
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AMERICAN DELEGATION OF SAVOY ORDERS

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE AMERICAN DELEGATION OF SAVOY ORDERS

Delegate                                                    Cav. di Gr. Cr. Joseph Sciame
Delegate Emeritus                                                    Cav. di Gr. Cr. Avv. Carl J. Morelli
Coordinator (Americas)              Cav. di Gr. Cr. Dott. Sergio Pellecchi
Delegation Chaplain           Comm. Rev. Msgr. Christopher J. Hynes
Special Events Coordinator   Gr. Uff. Prof. Eric J. Ierardi
Inter-Orders Liaison Gr. Uff. L’On. Domenic Massaro
Secretary to the Council/Administrator    Dama di Gr. Cr. Larissa A. Van Duser

                         
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

 
Albany, New York              Comm. Avv. Richard Miller
Dallas, Texas                   Comm. The Hon. E. Wayne Bachus
Hartford, Connecticut                Comm. Avv. Gerald E. Farrell, Jr.
Houston, Texas                Dama di Comm. Dott.ssa Catherine Stevenson
Los Angeles, California            Comm. Daniel J. McClory
Newark, New Jersey                    Comm. Avv. Joseph Giminaro
New Haven, Connecticut             Comm. Avv. Roy De Barbieri
New Orleans, Louisiana                 Uff. Bret Alden Clesi
Palm Beach, Florida                         Gr. Uff. Richard L. Cosnotti
Providence, Rhode Island                Comm. John Laurent J. Gelati
San Francisco, California              Comm. Richard A. Cuneo
St. Louis, Missouri                          Comm. Rev. John W. Rick III

AMERICAN DELEGATION OF SAVOY ORDERS

The American Delegation of Savoy Orders, located in New 
York City, administers the Savoy Orders in the United States. 
It is led by a Delegate appointed by the Grand Master, H.R.H. 
Prince Victor Emmanuel, Prince of Naples and Duke of Savoy. 
The American Delegate, candidates, members and friends of 
the American Delegation of Savoy Orders attend the annual 
Capitolo Generale (Chapter General) of the Savoy Orders, 
usually held each year in Geneva, Switzerland or in Rome, Italy.
 
A formal installation ceremony is presided over by H.R.H. 
Prince Victor Emmanuel of Savoy, the Grand Master. On 
this occasion, diplomas and insignia are presented to the new 
members and newly promoted members of the Savoy Orders. 
The same evening, a formal benefit gala dinner raises funds for 
the international charitable works of the Savoy Orders. The 
following day there is a solemn Mass and procession of Knights 
and Dames in their church robes.
 
The weekend of events usually concludes with a guided tour of 
Savoy-related historic sites for the members and guests of the 
American Delegation. By special arrangement, members and 
promotions,  who with good cause are unable to attend the 

The American Delegation of Savoy Orders with H.R.H. Prince Emanuel Philibert of Savoy, H.R.H. Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia, with 
His Eminence Cav. Gr. Cr. Timothy Cardinal Dolan after the Procession and Mass in the Cathedral of Saint Patrick, December 12, 2021

installation ceremonies in Switzerland, may be presented their 
honors in the United States. Each year the Savoy Orders sponsor 
a number of social activities, anniversary observances and 
religious services.  Activities of the American Delegation include 
financial support of the fundraising charitable, humanitarian, 
cultural and educational events of the American Foundation 
of Savoy Orders, Incorporated. The Delegation also arranges 
for the Knights and Dames of the Savoy Orders to attend the 
celebration of Masses during the year: a commemorative Mass 
and dinner for St. Lazarus Day in February or March and a Mass 
in December in conjunction with the Savoy Foundation’s annual 
winter reception and dinner dance, Ballo di Savoia.
 
The American Delegate appoints members of the National 
Council of the American Delegation of Savoy Orders, which 
meets semi-annually to assist him with administration of the 
Savoy Orders in North America. The meeting includes reports 
from the Vice Delegates, special Project Coordinators and 
Regional Representatives about the organization and activities 
of the Savoy Orders in their respective geographical areas, as 
well as planning for support of the Delegation’s and the Savoy 
Foundation’s events and programs.
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Honors Presented 2022
Order of Merit of Savoy

Admitted as Cavaliere 
Michael P. Fletcher
     Brent J. Freeman**

Promoted to Ufficiale
Cav. Bruno Serato

Promoted to CoMMENDATORE
Uff. Frank Marino

The Order of Saints Maurice And Lazarus
Admitted As Devotee Of Merit 

Avv. Ashley Pendleton Clark Hunter

Admitted as Cavaliere 
Frank J. Craparo, MD*

Salvatore Galletti
Comm. John Laurent J. Gelati*

Glenn J. Jakobsen, DO
D. Brenton Simons

Promoted to Ufficiale
Comm. Avv. Joseph B. Giminaro

Cav. Lawrence Karlson*
Cav. Jaeame I. Koyil

Cav. Thomas R. Leslie IV
Cav. Dott. H. Wayne Nelson Jr.*
Cav. Very Rev. Robert A. Romeo
Cav. Dott. Stephen G. Somkuti*

Fra’ Cav. Avv. Nicola Tegoni

Promoted To Dama di Commenda
Dama Dott.ssa Anna C. Armstrong

Promoted to Commendatore 
H.E. Ambassador Cav. Dott. Paul Beresford-Hill

Uff. Anthony J. Cipriano
Uff. Monsignor Christopher J. Hynes

Rev. Uff. Avv. Richard J. Miller Jr.

Promoted To Grand’ufficiale
Comm. George C. White

*Presentation on October 8, 2022 in Geneva, Switzerland
**Admitted 2020

The Family and Friends
Congratulate

on His Honor being Admitted as Cavaliere
in the Order of Merit of the Royal House of Savoy
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Congratulations 
and 

God’s Blessings
to 

Cav. di Gr. Cr. Joseph Sciame
On his Appointment as Delegate

for the
United States of America

of the
Dynastic Orders

of the
Royal House of Savoy

from
Cav. Dott. John M. Iacono

and
Mrs. Josephine A. Iacono
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Savoy Foundation Chivalry Award 
Since 2013

In 2013, the Foundation established 
the Chivalry Award in recognition 
of outstanding service, generosity 
and civility in our society which 
reflect the noble and ancient 
chivalric traditions of the Dynastic 
and Hereditary Orders of the Royal 
House of Savoy. 

2013  Ms. Maria Bartiromo and 
 The Hon. Frank Guarini 

2014   His Excellency Archbishop 
 Francis Chullikatt 

2015   Mrs. Eva Franchi 

2016   Dr. Anthony S. Fauci 

In 2019 the Savoy Foundation USA launched a new philanthropic 
initiative - Chivalry for Children’s Causes. With funds raised at the 2019 
Notte di Savoia Los Angeles Gala Dinner, a major grant was presented 
to Caterina’s Club. The Southern California based charity provides 
meals, housing, and job training for disadvantaged children and families. 
Through a generous donation by the Mark Pigott Family, the Savoy 
Foundation in December 2010 established the Savoy Orders Pigott 
Scholarship Fund, supplemented by the Family’s additional generous 
contributions in November 2011 and 2012, to provide scholarships to 
college students for studies in the Humanities and International Affairs.

 In 2013, the Foundation established the Chivalry Award in recognition 
of outstanding service, generosity and civility in our society which reflect 
the noble and ancient chivalric traditions of the Dynastic and Hereditary 
Orders of the Royal House of Savoy.

2017   Her Excellency Lieutenant 
 Vicki Downey DGCHS
 
2018  Mrs. Matilda Cuomo
 
2019  The New York Foundling
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The Savoy Orders Pigott Scholarship Awards were established by a gift from industrialist 
and philanthropist Cav. Gr. Cr. Mark Pigott. Scholarships are awarded annually to 
college students for study at accredited academic institutions in international affairs and 
humanities studies: archaeology and classical antiquities, language, literature, culture, 
history, politics and society.

Recipients of the International Affairs Scholarship become interns to the Savoy Foundation’s
representatives at the United Nations and will attend NGO briefings at the United Nations.
Mr. Pigott is chairman and chief executive officer of PACCAR Inc., a Fortune 150 
global technology company based in Bellevue, Washington. Mr. Pigott shares, “These 
scholarships will nurture education, particularly in the humanities as a starting point for 
careers in business, education and politics. They will provide an opportunity for young 
men and women to learn about other cultures and the benefits of collaboration in charting 
solutions to global challenges that will benefit all parties.”

The scholarship program is administered by the Board of Directors of the American 
Foundation of Savoy Orders and its Scholarship Selection Committee. Awards are granted 
without regard to race, color, creed, religion, gender, disability or national origin.

Savoy Orders Pigott Scholarship Awards
Recipients Academic Year 2022 -2023

Derek Ginoris Shawn M. SinghImane Mabrouk   
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Congratulations to the Savoy Foundation on the 
25th Anniversary Ballo di Savoia Gala

and Best Wishes to the Members of the Savoy Orders 
and H.R.H. Prince Emmanuel Philibert of Savoy 

and the Royal Family
For a Peaceful Christmas and Happy 2023 New Year!

The Japanese Delegation of Savoy Orders 
and

Cav. di Gr. Cr. Dott. Hideto Tomabechi
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Congratulations
to the Savoy Foundation

for its 25th Ballo di Savoia Gala
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Congratulations to Dama Gr. Cr. Mira Zivkovich
for designing and producing

17 Ballo di Savoia Journal Issues

Thomas Devine
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
The Savoy Foundation’s 29th Anniversary and 25th Ballo di Savoia Celebration Gala

Much of what we have built over the years
for Savoy Foundation and Delegation

is a direct result of Delegate Carl Morelli’s leadership, vision and civility!
Welcoming New Delegate Joseph Sciame!

Dama Cmdr. Elizabeth Young and James Young
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Devotee of Merit Avv. Ashley 
Pendleton Clark Hunter with her father 

Uff. Avv. Robert M. Clark at her wedding 
in Dallas to Spencer Samuel Hunter 

on August 20, 2022.
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Cav. Michael P. Ricatto
Salutes the Savoy Foundation

On the Occasion of the

29th Anniversary of its Founding

and the 25th

Annual Ballo di Savoia
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AMERICAN FOUNDATION OF SAVOY ORDERS

The Dynastic Orders of the Royal House of Savoy are among
the oldest Orders of Chivalry in the world.

Their origins and their principles, traditions and humanitarian goals, 
like those of the Royal House of Savoy that has the hereditary right to confer them, 

date back a thousand years

available for purchase at

https://www.savoyfoundation-usa.org/publications.html

“The Dynastic Orders of 
Knighthood and Merit of the 

Royal House of Savoy”

1000 Years of Savoy History

Publication presents a brief 
history of the 

Royal House of Savoy and its 
Dynastic Orders of Knighthood 

and Merit.

Written and edited 
by Larissa Van Duser
Book concept, creation, and 
publication by Mira Zivkovich

“Royalty and Remembrance”
1861-2011

Celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the Proclamation 

of the Kingdom of Italy

The publication celebrates 
the 150th Anniversary of the 

Proclamation of the Kingdom of 
Italy (1861-2011) and documents 
the visit to New York City by their 

Royal Highnesses Prince Victor 
Emmanuel and Princess Marina of 

Savoy in 2010.

Written and edited 
by Larissa Van Duser
Book concept, creation, and 
publication by Mira Zivkovich

©2022 The American Foundation Of Savoy Orders, Incorporated

“Royalty and Remembrance”

Visit of the Royal Family to New 
York City in 2005

The publication memorializes the
historical visit to New York City 
by Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Emmanuel Philibert and Princess 

Clotilda of Savoy in 2005.

Written and edited 
by Larissa Van Duser
Book concept, creation, and 
publication by Mira Zivkovich
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